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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8, 10-23 and 25-31 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1, 3, 5, 8, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 25, 27, 28 and 30 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fourie et al (US PAT. 6,356,629) in view of 
Barry et al (US Pat. 6,538,777). 

3. Regarding claims 1, 3, 5, 8, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 25, 27, 28 and 30, Fourie 
discloses SVC call setup management strategy as associated in a connection-oriented 
(ATM) call traffic network wherein the strategy includes determining whether or not 
congestion exist for the purpose of setting up calls, call setup is implemented and setup 
thresholds are utilized (Abstract, col. 1 , line 10-25, col. 3, line 6-41 , col. 6, line 35-43), 
implementing initiation of new setup when certain thresholds are exceeded, discarding 
setup messages as associated with exceeding threshold (release threshold) (col. 5, line 
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38-51), predetermined/preset threshold values assigned, utilizing aggregate number of 
calls and cell rate to establish call (Fig. 6, col. 4, line 25-61 , col. 5, line 1 1-67, col. 6, line 
24-43). However, Fourie is silent on assigning ATM channels to at least one new path 
after setting-up the at least one new path. In a method for establishing connections by 
allocating links and channels, Barry discloses assigning channels based on path 
assignment, wherein allocation of channels on allocated path in a SONET or ATM 
environment is utilized (col. 1, line 58-61, col. 4, line 9-19). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art at the time of the invention to be 
motivated to implement assigning channels after the setting up of a new path as 
suggested by Barry with the teachings of Fourie for the purpose of further organizing 
setup communication between communicating nodes. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 2,4,6,7-11,13,15,17,19,21- 24, 26, 29 and 31 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Although the combined prior discloses a communication system wherein SVC 
call setup management strategy as associated in a connection-oriented (ATM) call 
traffic network wherein the strategy includes determining whether or not congestion 
exist for the purpose of setting up calls, predetermined thresholds, and utilizing setting 
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up threshold and releasing thresholds, they fail to teach or suggest with respect to claim 
2, making anticipatory decision regarding a path takes into account the capacity of the 
path currently used for transmission of information and required future capacity, with 
respect to claims 6, 21 setup/release threshold values are variable values administered 
by the ATM network, with respect to claims 7, 13, 22, 29, an ATM network is AAL2 
network, with respect to claim 1 1, 19, 26, setup/release threshold corresponds to at 
least one minimum and maximum of a distance between currently used network 
resources and all available path resources, with respect to claim 15, 31 , a path release 
for at least one path in the network is initiated if the capacity of the path currently used 
for transmission of information is below a threshold during at least a preset period of 
time or if the capacity of the path currently used for transmission is on average below a 
threshold during at least a preset period of time, with respect to 17, capacity of the path 
currently used for transmission include capacity necessary for at least one of the new 
call and data transmission. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Prenell P. Jones whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3180. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham can be reached on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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